
To: Members of  t h e  Advisory Committee on t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  recombinant  DNA. 

Concerning: Those g u i d e l i n e s .  

From: G e n e t i c s  and S o c i e t y  Group; S c i e n c e  f o r  t h e  P e o p l e .  

Dear f r i e n d :  

We are  s e n d i n g  you a copy of o u r  p o s i t i o n  p a p e r ,  p r e v i o u s l y  p r e s e n t e d  
a t  t h e  1975 meet ing  of t h e  American S o c i e t y  f o r  W i c r o b i o l o g i s t s .  
because  w e  f ee l  t h a t  t h e  pack of  m a i l i n g s  s e n t  o u t  bv t h e  N I H  on t h i s  m a t t e r  
i s  incomple te ,  and many c r i t i c i sms  made by many o t h e r  concerned i n d i v i d u a l s  
have been brushed  a s i d e .  

We do t h i s ,  

Under s e p a r a t e  c o v e r  Y O U  w i l l  be  r e c e i v i n g  a m a i l i n g  from t h e  “Boston 
Area Recombinant Group“ , which r a i s e s  c r i t i c i sms  a n d  s u g g e s t i o n s  a b o u t  ( a )  
q u a l i t y  of conta inment  f a c i l i t i e s ;  (1)) t h e  n a t u r e  of  exoer i inents  t o  b e  pro- 
h i b i t e d :  and ( c )  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  v e c t o r s  t o  b e  u s e d  i n  t h e s e  
e x p e r j m e n t s .  We b e l i e v e  t h e s e  recommendations a re  p r u d e n t ,  and worthy of 
s e r i o u s  corisid e r a  t i o n .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  w e  wish t o  r a i s e  the q u e s t i o n  of  e s t a b l i s h i n g  mechanisms 
of r e s p o n s i b i l i t v  and enforcement .  We do not: b e l i e v e  t h e s e  a s p c c t s  should  
be l e f t  i n  limbo, s i n c e  i t  i s  w e l l  known t h a t  n o t  o n l y  a r e  t h e r e  some 
i r r e s p o n s i b l e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  i n  s c i e n c e  bur  t h e  p r e s s u r e  t o  p u b l i s h ,  encourages  
a t y p e  of speed  up i n  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  i g n o r e s  s a f e t y  and s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

The p o t e n t i a l  d a n g e r s  of t h e  RCW t e c h n o l o g y  a r e  unknown, b u t  a l l  concerned 
conceed t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  b e  g r e a t .  Thus ,  t h e  requi rement  t h a t  i n v e s t i j i a t o r s  
f i l e  a p u b l i c  b i o h a z a r d  impact  s t a t e i x n t  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e c e i v e  NIH f u n d i n g  i s  
not. u n r e a s o n a b l e .  Such a s t a t e m e n t  would ac t  as a s e l f - c d u c a t i n g  d e v i c e ,  as 
w e l l  a s  a n  a l e r t  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  s c i e n r i f i c  community. The s t a t e m e n t  would 
c o n s i d e r  t h e  p o s s i b l e  e f f ec t s  on t h e  h e a l t h  of workers  i n  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  
as  w e l l  a s  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  environment .  

The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of l o c a l  b i o h a z a r d  s a f e t y  c o m n i t t e e s  i s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t .  
These commit tees  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  n o t  o n l y  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r s ,  b u t  a l s o  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t e c h n i c i a n s  and s t u d e n t s ,  l a b o r a t o r y  s i ipport  p e r s o n n e l ,  
c l e r i c a l  workers ,  and custrodians.  These commit tees  would b e  e x c e l l e n t  forms 
f o r  s a f e t y  e d u c a t i o n ,  a s  well as  more o b j e c t i v e  watchdogs on p o s s i b l e  i n f r i n g e m e n t  
of s a f e t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  
work s h o u l d  b e  q u a r a n t e e d .  

The a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  commit tees  t o  r e s t r i c t  hazardous  

We b e l i e v e  that:  t h e  new recombinant  DNA technology h a s  all t h e  promise  and 
p e r i l e  t h a t  a t o m i c  energy  had i n  t h e  1940’s (and s t i l l  h a s  t o d a y ) .  Now, bv 
showing t h e  utmost  s e l f  and s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  community c a n  
e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of t h i s  technology a c c u r e  t o  a l l  w i t h  t h e  l eas t  r i s k .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

* Allen S i l v e r s t o n e  
f o r  t h e  G e n e t i c s  and S o c i e t y  
P o l i c y  Group, . 617-253-6416 o r  
492-4726.  
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